Draft Minutes for meeting on July 11, 2017
An audio recording for this meeting is available at westdakotawater.com.
CALL TO ORDER - The West Dakota Water Development District convened for its regular
board meeting at West River Electric, 3250 SD Hwy. 44 Rapid City, SD. Chairperson Mueller
called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm by leading the Pledge of Allegiance. Director Deurloo
gave an opening prayer. Directors present: Kenn Moss (District 1), Dan Bjerke (District 2), Mike
Mueller (District 3), Nathan Gjovik (District 4), Robert Akers (District 5), Robert Williams
(District 6), Ken Steinken (District 7), James Bialota (District 8), Jeanette Deurloo (District 9).
Director(s) absent: None. A quorum was declared.
Employees present: Emily Martinez (Administrative Manager), Leon Ewert (Parliamentarian).
Others in attendance: Barry Muxen (Clean Water Alliance / Dakota Rural Action), Glenda
Williams (Citizen), Bill Eldridge (Citizen), Joanne Noyes (SD DENR), Dave Bender (USGS),
Kate Thomas (Citizen)
APPROVAL OF AGENDA – Moved by Deurloo and seconded by Gjovik to approve the
agenda. Motion passed unanimously.
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES – Moved by Bjerke and seconded by
Bialota to approve minutes from the May 9, 2017 meeting. Motion passed. 8-0. Gjovik
abstained.
TREASURERS REPORT
Treasurer Akers presented the report as included. Moved by Moss and seconded by Deurloo to
accept Treasurer’s Report. Motion passed unanimously.
Akers reported that WDWDD purchased a 2-Terabyte hard drive as directed by the Executive
Committee at a cost of $85.19. The drive is to be used to regularly backup the WDWDD
computer.
OFFICE LEASE RENEWAL
Martinez reported that The Garage had requested confirmation that WDWDD would continue to
lease office space at its current location (402 St. Joseph St.). Martinez outlined terms of the lease,
which is continuous with annual renewal option. Martinez added that The Garage would
continue to offer the space without raising the initial rate of $400 per month, which includes use
of amenities like the conference room and common areas. Moved by Bjerke and seconded by
Moss to renew the lease with The Garage at $400 per month beginning August 1. Motion passed
unanimously.

SDPAA INSURANCE
Moved by Moss and seconded by Deurloo to renew insurance coverage with SDPAA for one
year effective August 24, 2017. Motion passed unanimously.
USGS STREAMFLOW GAGING STATIONS CONTINUATION PROJECT (SECOND
VOTE)
In response to accusations made at the May 9 meeting that USGS was “double dipping” with its
request for WDWDD to fund the Rhoads Fork and Castle Creek gages David Bender of USGS
distributed Funding Tracking documentation indicating that WDWDD is the sole funding partner
for the two gages.
Moved by Bjerke and seconded by Deurloo to continue to grant $14,785 to fund the operation
and maintenance of Castle Creek and Rhoads Fork streamflow gages from October 1, 2017 to
September 30, 2018 for the Dakota Water Science Center Water Resources Investigations project
as outlined in the Joint Funding Agreement submitted by USGS.
Gjovik stated that based on his observations of wasteful spending during his decades of working
for the federal government, he would not support granting funds to the USGS since it’s a federal
agency. He also expressed concern about the constitutionality of the USGS monitoring stream
flows anywhere in the United States. He suggested that since the gages are installed by the
USGS it should be their responsibility to pay for operation of the gages. Or if the data from the
gages is of value to state and local entities then the gages should be turned over to those entities
to operate.
Bender explained that USGS only installs gages at sites where state or local agencies want to
collect data. USGS asks the interested entity to partner with them to share the cost of operating
the gage, which allows the USGS to create a broader network of gages. He stated that USGS
partners with about 100 city, county, state and federal agencies across South Dakota.
Noyes of South Dakota DENR pointed out that waterways and basins cross state boundaries
which creates a need for a broad network of consistent data, which the USGS collects and
publishes online in a standardized format.
After stating that he did not check the Pennington County Commission meeting minutes to verify
which projects the county funded, Commissioner George Ferebee repeated his allegation he
made at the May 9 WDWDD meeting that he thought the USGS was double dipping by asking
WDWDD and the county to fund the same gages. He objected to any local entity writing checks
to the federal government.
Bjerke stated that based on his years of working with the management of water for the city of
Rapid City there are many water users in Pennington County who depend day-to-day on the data
provided by the stream gages. The reason the sites were established were to better manage water
coming through the system.

Muxen of Clean Water Alliance and Dakota Rural Action noted that if WDWDD wanted the
state to take over the project it would have to go to Pierre and ask for legislation to fund it since
DENR does not have the money to operate the gages.
Chair Mueller called for a vote. Motion failed 5-4. Moss, Mueller, Gjovik, Williams and Bialota
opposed.
BUDGET PROPOSALS
Treasurer Akers and Ewert presented the Proposed 2018 Budget. Chair Mueller individually
asked each director if they had any projects from their area to be considered for 2018. All
responded negatively. The budget as presented will be posted for public review and vote for
approval will take place at the Budget Hearing during the August 8 meeting.
CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS
Chair Mueller encouraged all directors to use caution when engaged in discussions on social
media or in other public forums to avoid giving the impression that they are representing
WDWDD.
ITEMS FROM ADMINISTRATION
A. By-Law Change (Article IV Section 1) Moved by Bjerke and seconded by Moss to approve
the change to Article IV Section 1 of the By-Laws as proposed. The change revises the Regular
Meeting schedule to accurately reflect the months regular meetings and the Public Budget
Hearing are currently held and establishes January as the Annual Meeting. Motion passed
unanimously.
B. Policy 3 Change - Moved by Akers and seconded by Deurloo to set up subcommittee of 3 to
4 board members and Ewert to look at proposed changes to Policy 3 and report back at the
August meeting. Motion passed unanimously. Akers, Deurloo and Williams volunteered to serve
on the subcommittee.
C. Tentative Meeting Schedule (January 2018 Addition) - Moved by Bjerke and seconded by
Bialota to add January 9, 2018 to the 2017 meeting schedule to align it with the approved change
to By-Law Article IV Section. Motion passed unanimously.
D. Water Use Permit Document - Moved by Deurloo and seconded by Bjerke to invite South
Dakota Rural Water and DENR Water Rights to be invited to present information about how
WDWDD’s Future Water Use Permit could be put to beneficial use. Motion passed
unanimously.

ITEMS FROM THE PUBLIC – The floor was opened to the public.
Dan Richer suggested WDWDD meet on a monthly basis. He stated that WDWDD turned down
two well thought-out proposals last year and encouraged the board to go back and look at why
they were rejected. He commended H2E on the wonderful job they are doing managing
WDWDD.

Meeting adjourned at 8:12 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Ken Steinken, Secretary

